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MEM RANDUM F n: Dr, James #, aillise, J¥.

SUBJECT: { ongrescional Rems

1. Personsel. The lirszctor hes recaested an opportanity io
brief Scaate and House Armed Services Subcommittees on CTlA on
our perscamel sttuation, with sarticular reference to the fencticns
being performed by Headquarters stalf. There seema to be an under-
current of Congressional feeling that 1A has tor many pecple in
Washington. The Uirector believes that this is in large part &
reflection of ignorance as te the wide varlety of functions which the
Agency iz called upon te perferm:. The proposed briefing will stress
functional aspects of the organizatisn, with emphasis on thoase which
reauire the most people.

z. Esthmates. fhers have been several C.ongressional state-
ments and press articles on the subject of intelligence estimates of
Sovist air strength, and the effect that these estimates have had on
Defense Budgsts., EDccnomy srinded rembers of Congress are taking
the lime that estimates of Soviet heavy bember strength, which were
revised dowaward after engress adjrurned last year, were a
principal facter in the $90U million increase in the Air Force pro-
curement budget at the close of the iaet Session, The inference is
that the sstimates were padded In ovder to sequre addittonal funds.
Others, whe favor an expansion of demestic air power, are taking
the Hne that the downward revisisn en the satimats of Soviet strength
was in effect dictated by the ccoporry minded policy makere in the
Administration. An impertant side effect of this controversy is te
cast doubt on the validity of ratienal intelligence estimates in general.
The Director is now considering ways snd means of setting the record
straight with appropriate e bers eof Congress.

3. Middle Eapt. A seiect committee of Foreign Helstions ant
Armed Services, chaired by Senator Fulbright, is proceeding with
an investigation of U, 3. policy in the Middle East from 1940 to the
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present, and has requested the State Lepartment to provide 3
comprehensive chronolagy of cvents with supporting documents.

it is almost faevitable that the quality of iantelligence estimates,
pﬂﬂcuhﬁy in the recenat past, will begome an lasue. Although
the Director has briefed Armed Services snd Appropristions Com -
mittees on the quality of our estimating in the Setober-November
pericd last year, the debate and discussions on the Middle East
Resolution have jeft several important swembers of Congress uas
clear as to whether or not the Onited States Was taken totally by
surprise by the hruhi?’uuhiﬁﬁﬁn& action in Egypt.

4. Joint Committee. 16 Resslutions bave been introduced
in the House this Fession for setting up » Joint Committee on
Intelligence. Nome have been acted op a8 yet, and there has been
pe activity in the Cenate. We waderstand that Senator Mansfield
and his supperters are awaiting the sutcome of House action before
moving. These bills may remain bottled up in the nales Commmittes,
as they were last year. There iz mlways a chance., however, that
they will be geported out ams that 8 Floor debate will ensue. Chair-
man Vinson of the Arpned Services . qroraittee wante te keep juris-
aiction of CIA, and will resist all jaint Cemnppitiee Rescletions, but
he is somewhat cencerned that this matter may come out inte the
open some time during this Leseion.

s, ¥FY /38 Budget. ¢ 1A will soon appear pefore the House
Appropriations Tubcor-mittee on the 1Y /58 budget., This year ¥¢
are requesting less new money than last year, although the oper-
ating budget is of some general magnitede. There was no cut in
our budget request last year. ¢ cannot be a8 sure this yoar,
however, in the light of the presaat attitude of Congress and the
wrangle between the House and Administration o8 possible cuts in
the President's budget.

6. Legislatien. Clh is again planning to propose Career
1egislation, pamcﬁlmiy airr ed at besefits for OVETREAS personnel.
A bill was introduced last Session, nut was not acted on before
adjonrament. The House Armned Services Cammittee is mwuﬂv
reluctant to introduce new legislation, i» the fear that it may stir
up the type of difficuities maentioned in pard. 4 above.
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7. : snrous. he Semnte Internal Security Subcommittee
is now iavnﬁpﬁng Etate Departroent iatelligence performance in
China, Afthough the present inoulry is directed at events back in
the 19408, it is posseible that the Agency may become invelved,

There is some Congressional interest in the Edmundson case {ex-
US1A smployee who has made critical statements of the Administration
and stated that two of ten American prisoners in Ching are JIA spies).
It is too early te see how this may come out. Charles Buckley,

Alfred Kohlberg and others are attempting to exploit their allegstions
that CENIE i» a tool of JIa. Thelr cfforts are directed toward the
Foreign Relations Cormmittes, in the lght of the cestract for the
Special Sindy on the Foreige Aid Progran. The {emmittee stalfl

has been driefed on the true facts of our relationship and ban been
given a statement that can be smade public. Thie statement has been
worked out jointly between ourselves and and Max Millikan

is aware of the status,

Lyman B, Kirkpatriek

IG:LC:NSPaul/im/ble (14 Mar, 57)
Orig, & 1 - Add,
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2 ~ Legis, Counsel

Approved For Release 2003/11/04 : CIA-RDP64B00346R000200100006-7

25X1



